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REMARKS 

This Amendment and Response is in response to the Non-Final Office Action of 
October 1, 2002, where the Examiner has rejected claims 1-8, 10-18, 21 and 22, and has 
objected to claims 9, 19 and 20. By the present amendment, claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, 
13, 14 and 18 have been amended, and claims 9, 15, 19 and 20 have been cancelled. 
After the present amendment, claims 1-8, 10-14, 16-18 and 21-22 are pending in the 
present application. An early Notice of Allowance for pending claims 1-8, 10-14, 16-18 
and 21-22 in view of the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

A. Rejection of Claim 15 under 35 USC §112, f 2 

The Examiner has rejected claim 15, under 35 USC §1 12, ^ 2, as being indefinite 
for being dependent upon claim 16, rather than claim 14. By the present amendment, 
applicant has cancelled claim 15. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the 
Examiner's rejection of claim 15 has been rendered moot. 

B. Rejection of Claims 1-8 and 11-17 under 35 USC S102(b) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-8 and 1 1-17, under 35 USC § 102(b), as being 
anticipated by Eastmond, et al. (USPN 5,355,242) ("Eastmond"). 

Applicant respectfully submits that Eastmond fails to disclose, teach or suggest 
"each photo-sensor within the array of the at least two photo-sensors detects the optical 
infrared signals within a predetermined portion of the solid angle and generates an output 
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signal/ 5 as recited in amended claim 1. It is respectfully submitted that the Examiner's 
rejection does not also indicate where and how Eastmond discloses this element of claim 
1. 

However, regardless of the above-referenced distinction between Eastmond and 
claim 1 of the present invention, applicant acknowledges the Examiner's statements that 
claims 9, 19 and 20 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. To this end, 
applicant has amended claim 1 to include limitations similar to claims 19 and 20, and has 
cancelled claim 9. Claim 1, as amended, in part reads: " a photo-sensor selection control 
circuit configured to receive the output signal of each photo-sensor within the array of the 
at least two photo-sensors and to suppress the output signal of each photo-sensor within 
the array of the at least two photo-sensors that fails to meet at least one of a 
predetermined pulse width and frequency thresholds ." Accordingly, applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 1, as amended, and its dependent claims 2-8 and 11-13, 
should be allowed at least for similar reasons that the Examiner has found claims 19 and 
20 to be in condition for allowance. 

In addition, by the present amendment, applicant has amended claim 14 to include 
limitations similar to those of claims 19 and 20. Accordingly, applicant respectfully 
submits that claim 14, as amended, and its dependent claims 16-17, should be allowed at 
least for similar reasons that the Examiner has found claims 19 and 20 to be in condition 
for allowance. 
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C. Rejection of Claim 10 under 35 USC §103(a) 

The Examiner has rejected claim 10, under 35 USC § 103(a), as being unpatentable 
over Eastmond. 

Applicant respectfully submits that claim 10 depends from claim 1, as amended. 
Accordingly, claim 10 should be allowed at least for similar reasons stated above in 
conjunction with patentability of claim 1 , as amended. 

D. Rejection of Claims 18 and 21-22 under 35 USC §103(a) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 18 and 21-22, under 35 USC § 103(a), as being 
unpatentable over Nakamura, et al. (USPN 5,557,443) ("Nakamura"). Applicant 
respectfully disagrees; however, in order to expedite the prosecution of the present 
application, applicant has amended claim 18 to include limitations similar to those of 
claims 19 and 20. The Examiner has stated that claims 19 and 20 would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. Accordingly, applicant respectfully submits that claim 18, 
as amended, and its dependent claims 2 1 and 22, should be allowed at least because the 
Examiner has found claims 1 9 and 20 to be in condition for allowance. 

E. Conclusion 

Based on the foregoing reasons, an early Notice of Allowance directed to all 
claims 1-8, 10-14, 16-18 and 21-22 pending in the present application is respectfully 
requested. 
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Applicant would like to advise the Examiner of a recent change in the attorneys of 

record. Applicant respectfully requests that all correspondence regarding the present 

application be made to the address shown below. 

FARJAMI & FAR JAMI LLP 
26522 La Alameda Ave., Suite 360 
Mission Viejo, California 92691 
Telephone: (949) 282-1000 
Facsimile: (949) 282-1002 

Respectfully Submitted, 
FARJAMI & FARJAMI LLP 




Farshad Farjami,J2sq. 
Reg. No. 41,01 
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